Look Inside
Collage
GRADE LEVEL
3-5

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Looking closely at artists
Jenny Dougherty and Ashley
Normal, collage a
composition that captures a
glimpse of ones perspective
of the world.

GOALS
Students will understand:
- How close observation is a
tool for learning and
discovery
- Abstract an image in variety
of ways
- Build a unique visual
vocabulary that can be
applied directly to your
artwork
- Create an individual work of
art that has personal meaning

MAINE LEARNING RESULTS
A1 | Artist’s Purpose
A2 | Elements & Principals
B1 | Media Skills
B2 | Composition Skills
B3 | Making Meaning
D1 | Aesthetics and Criticism
E1 | Arts and History and
World Cultures

INTRODUCTION
The 2020 edition of the CMCA Biennial features the work of 34 artists
from 17 Maine communities. The selected artists were chosen from a pool
of more than 500 individual submissions by jurors Nina JohnsonMilewski, owner, founder, and director of Nina Johnson Gallery, Miami,
FL, and Kate McNamara, an independent curator and educator based in
Providence, RI.
In a statement by the jurors, Johnson-Milewski writes, “I hope this
exhibition will reflect the importance of harnessing the creative spirit,
particularly in times of disconnection, isolation, and confusion.”
McNamara adds, “With over 500 submissions the process of looking
through the Biennial entries offered us an opportunity to view an
incredibly diverse range of art practices reflected in the contemporary art
field. I am thrilled with our final selection of work, which reflects some of
the hopefulness and re-imagining this particular and historic moment in
time calls for.”

LESSON
Experience the Center for Maine Contemporary Art’s 2020 Biennial exhibit
through our virtual tour. Looking closely at artists Jenny Dougherty and
Ashley Normal, compose a collage that captures a glimpse of one’s
perspective of the world. Dissect found images, alter preexisting visuals,
and create your own visual vocabulary to form the push-and-pull of the
image.

CRITICAL QUESTIONS
Engage in a discussion of Dougherty’s mural: focus on fragment and how
scale and simplicity enhance the narrative of the work. What does it mean
to look closely? What is it that we are looking at? In Normal’s installation,
how is the artist drawing attention to the ordinary or extraordinary? How
does the artist show her personal opinions and perspective? Who is the
subject? What are the dots?

CELEBRATE YOUR WORK
Share your artwork and process with family and friends, educate others
about Maine artists, and share with us @cmcanow!

1

CMCA 2020 Biennial

ARTISTS
Ashely Normal | York, ME
Mixed media artists and
educator, alters images to
draw attention to what is
already present in our culture.
Questioning, what is normal?
Jenny Dougherty | Portland, ME

Mural artists and painter,
Dougherty finds inspiration in
her surrounding creating a
visual vocabulary of patterns,
colors, and shapes. Her work
captures beauty in moments
that are obscure or attempting
to be hidden.

VOCABULARY
Collage: form of art making
that is a collection of different
parts to form a new image
Shape: flat enclosed are
formed by lines
Pattern: marks that repeat
over a select area
Negative Space: area around
and between the subject
Design: arrangement of lines
and shapes to form a pattern
Fragment: a smaller piece
from something, pictorial or
metaphorical
Installation: large scale
constructions usually created
for specific space for
temporary period of time.

INSTRUCTIONS
STEP 1

Looking through a magazine or newspaper, cut out a few recycled images
and set aside. Begin to build your visual vocabulary by observing the space
around you. Pick out small details such as shapes, patterns, or colors to
mimic the small colored papers using your markers or colored pencils.

STEP 2
Alter your recycled images using the stickers and mark-making tools.
Block out certain areas, use repetitive design to emphasize space, and
create a visual for the invisible.

STEP 3
Cut and combine the recycled images and fragmented drawings.
Experiment with placement, orientation and
negative space until satisfied with your
MATERIALS
collage. Glue into place.

STEP 4
Outline, draw in text and add more details
using your mark-making tools to create a
cohesive and personal visual.

• Large white paper
• Small colored papers
• Stickers
• Collage papers
• Magazines
• Scissors
• Glue
• Colored pencils
• Markers
• Viewfinder (optional)
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Top:
Jenny Dougherty
Municipal, 2020, latex and acrylic
paint on wall
Bottom:
Ashley Normal
Envelop (Installation), 2020
Ink on found postcards and
photographs, variable dimensions
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