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A Jocelyn Lee photograph… is true to the mysteries of our lives…
What is this flesh, anyway?! Are we “spirits” “in” bodies? We are
bodies – something unexplained, unknown, and kept secret. We are
reminded here that our bodies are nothing to be proud of, or ashamed
of… Jocelyn Lee welcomes us to contemplate the secrets hidden in
plain sight. — Sharon Olds
The Appearance of Things explores how we are enmeshed in an
embodied and ephemeral world. All life, including our human form
and being, passes through stages of birth, blossoming and death.
Life occupies environments – it makes itself at home, and enacts an
arc of existence on this stage, be it a pond, a forest or a suburban
home. Each image strives to celebrate a multitude of sensual bodies:
animals, plants, and human beings. In many ways, the photographs
are cabinets of wonder, echoing nineteenth century natural science’s
fascination with the diversity of life.
Printed at large scale, the photographs beckon the viewer to a
cinematic immersion in the image. The installation of the work as
triptychs and diptychs juxtapose various bodies and divergent earthly
environments and shift scale significantly across the images. The
works are meant to engage the body of the viewer and become
galaxies of their own through the use of space and the dilation and
contraction of scale.
_____
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The Appearance of Things represents nearly ten years of work by
photographer Jocelyn Lee and encompasses still life, portrait and
landscape photographs, as well as many images that fuse these
genres. This mingling is partly what the work is about: creating a shift
in perspective where a body (portrait) becomes a landscape, a still life
becomes a portrait, and a landscape becomes a body.
Throughout her work, Jocelyn Lee poignantly captures beauty and
humanity’s fragile nature. Her images of the natural and constructed
world explore the sensuality and materiality of the environments
against which life’s events continually unfold.
What I always find in Jocelyn Lee’s pictures: a balance between the
“regular” unposed world… and the more shapely formal world of
objects of art. Jocelyn Lee’s work is true to both. When I look at these
images I have the sense of being there – being here, in this place that,
for all its strangeness, I recognize as our harvest home,
our mortal planet.
—Sharon Olds
“…the very essence of transient beauty.”
—The New Yorker
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Jocelyn Lee was born in Naples, Italy. She received her B.A. in philosophy
and visual arts from Yale University, and her M.F.A in photography from
Hunter College. In 2013 she received a NYFA Fellowship, and in 2001 she
received a Guggenheim Fellowship.
Ms. Lee is represented by Pace MacGill Gallery in New York and Flatland
Gallery in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. She opens a show in April 2018 at
the Huxley-Parlour gallery in London.
Lee’s first monograph nowhere but here was published by Steidl Publishers
in December 2010 with a forward by Sharon Olds. In 1996 DoubleTake
Books and The Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University
published her work The Youngest Parents in collaboration with Robert Coles
and John Moses.
Her works are in the collections of Maison Europeen de la Photographie,
Paris, France; The Museum Folkwang, Essen, Germany; The Yale Museum
of Art, New Haven, CT; The List Center at MIT, Cambridge, MA; The Portland
Museum of Art, Portland, Maine; The Nelson Atkins Museum, Kansas City,
MO; The Colby College Museum of Art, Waterville, ME; The Haggerty
Museum of Art, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; The Bowdoin College Museum of
Art, Brunswick, ME; The Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University,
NC.; The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, TX; The Bates College Museum of
Art, Lewiston, ME; The Farnsworth Art Museum, Rockport, ME; as well as in
numerous private collections.
Her work has appeared in many national and international publications,
including The New York Times Magazine, The New Yorker, New York
Magazine, Photo Raw (Helsinki, Finland), Snoeks (Germany), Real Simple,
MORE Magazine, PDN, Allegra (The Netherlands), DoubleTake, the Hayden’s
Ferry Review, Marie Claire (Taiwan), Harper’s, and others.
Lee taught photography at Princeton University from 2003-2012 and at The
Maine College of Art from 1993-2001. She has been a visiting artist at Yale
University, Bowdoin College, Mass College of Art, and New York University.
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ABOUT CMCA
21 Winter Street, Rockland, Maine

CMCA is a contemporary arts institution presenting year-round
exhibitions, engaging events, and educational programs for all ages.
Founded in 1952, CMCA is the leading institution dedicated to
contemporary art in Maine.
In June 2016, CMCA opened a newly constructed 11,500+ square
foot building, with 5,500 square feet of exceptional exhibition space,
designed by award-winning architect Toshiko Mori, FAIA, (New
York and North Haven, Maine). Located in the heart of downtown
Rockland, Maine, across from the Farnsworth Art Museum and
adjacent to the historic Strand Theatre, the new CMCA has three
exhibition galleries, a gift shop, ArtLab classroom, and a 2,200 square
foot courtyard open to the public. The courtyard is anchored by a
24-foot tall painted steel sculpture, Digital Man, 2016, created for the
site by artist Jonathan Borofsky.
November through May, Wednesday - Saturday, 10am to
5pm; Sunday, 12 to 5 pm; June through October, Monday Saturday, 10am to 5pm, Sunday, 12 to 5pm. Closed Federal
holidays. Admission $8; Seniors (65+) and students with ID $6;
children under 18 free; CMCA members free.
cmcanow.org
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